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AX BURIED; PEACE REIGNS 





BREWSTER DEAL WITH M.-G.-M. 
DRAWS FIRE OF M. P. T. 0. A. 





National Secretary Aaron 


Will Introduce Resolution 


Condemning “Arrangements” to Barter Fan Maga- 
zines for Promoting Actresses in Pictures 





Claiming E. V. Brewster’s extra- 
ordinary “understanding” with 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, whereby the 
publisher agreed to regulate the 
policy of his motion picture fan 
magazines, through favorable com- 
ment on their productions in return 
for a one-year contract of employ- 
ment to act given to Corliss -Pal- 
mer, the woman named by Brew- 
stre’s wife in a suit of alienation of 
affection, was a breach of trust to 
the motion picture fans, as well as 
to the exhibitors who had faith in 
the reviews of these publications, 
George P. Aaron, National Secret- 
ary of the M. P. T. O. A., will in- 
troduce a resolution of condemna- 
tion at today’s session of his or- 
ganization. 

Aaron, who-is a prominent at- 
torney of Philadelphia, and who has 
handled the legal affairs of the loca! 
exhibitors for a number of years, 
declares that he has never seen a 
more clean cut expose of an inside 
deal than the one printed exclus- 
ively in Variety May 26. He as- 
serts that the letter of instructions 
sent by Brewster to his editors in 
New York (printed in Variety May 
26) is prima facia evidence of the 
fact that the publisher sacrificed his 
all by regulating his editorial policy 
in such a manner that the fan ma- 
gazine readers would read nothing 
but laudatory reports on the M-G-M 
Product, and take it for granted that 
all were excellent box office feat- 
ures on account of the manner in 
which they would be reviewed. 

Aarons states that he will ask the 

Continued on Page 4 


SIX CONTACT OFFICES 
URGED FOR MP.T.0.A. 


The establishment of six branch 
contact offices, with competent 
field men in charge, to be located in 

e following key-points: Chicago, 

uisville, Charlotte, N. C., Seattle, 

rash., Los Angeles and Kansas 
City is recommended to the M. P. 

. A. in the report of E. Thorn- 
ton Kelly, Director of the associa- 
tion’s contact bureau. 

ese offices will serve as a di- 
rect contact with state organiza- 
tions. The field men will organize 
States that are unorganized, and 
elp strengthen state units that are 
20t now fully organized. They will 
a .,monthly meetings with the 
Presidents and secretaries of state 
Fganizations within their jurisdic- 

Continued on Page 9 











NEWMAN GOES EAST 
TO CLOSE HOUSE DEALS 


West Coast Publix Head Will 
Get Final Payments From 
F.P.-L. on K.C. Holdings 








Frank L. Newman, managing di- 
rector of the Publix houses, Metro- 


politan and Million Dollar, is en 
route to Kansas City, where he is 
signing the final papers that will 
transfer his holdings in the New- 
man and Royal there to Publix. 
Newman originally sold these 
houses to Famous Players-Lasky 
about a year ago and is now getting 
the final payments from the pur- 
chasers. 

Upon completing his errand in the 
East, Newman will return here and 
resume the operation of his two 
houses. According to reports, it is 
likely that Milton Feld will be 
brought back to the West Coast to 
supervise the stage productions of 
all Publix houses, relieving Jack 
Partington, who had taken his post. 

It is said that Partington will re- 
turn to San Francisco where he will 
stage the shows at the four Publix 
houses tnere, Granada, California, 
St. Francis and Imperial, under the 
direction of Feld. The latter is 
now in charge of the Southwestern 
and Colorado territory for Publix. 


Schenck Denies He 
Will Produce ‘Firebrand’ 


New York, June 2. 
Joseph M. Schenck, before leav- 
ing for Los Angeles, denied the re- 
port that he intended making “The 
Firebrand” into a film despite Will 
Hays’ banning the play from the 
picture field. Schenck wired Hays, 

saying he had no such intention. 











Sid Grauman Wants 
To Entertain Delegates 


Sid Grauman is going to hold 
open house for all of the visiting 
delegates to the M. P. T. O. A, 
during the balance of this week at 
Grauman’s Egyptian, Hollywood. 
Grauman will be on hand at each 
performance to welcome and enter- 
tain the visitors. He would like to 
have them take a flash at his two 
novel preludes which precede the 








double features, with Douglas Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford starred. 








CHICAGO PROMOTER 
HAS FINANCIAL IDEA 





Chicago, June 2. 

A young Chicago show pro- 
moter approached a theatre own- 
er here to rent hic house. The 
owner thought it could be ar- 
ranged, but made a condition that 
the final year’s rent be deposited 
in advance. 

“And for the money, you will 
be allowed five per cent interest, 
said the owner. 

“Here’s a better scheme,” re- 
plied the youthful financier. “You 
let me have the money instead, 
and I will pay you eight per 
cent.” 























GOOD NEWS FROM 
TEXAS PLEASES. 
TOM MIX 


Visiting Theatre Men Wised 
Him Up It’s O. K. for Him 
To Go Back 








By TOM MIX 
Variety’s “Cub” Reporter 





I didn’t write anything for “Va- 
riety” yesterday as I thought I'd 
sort of lay off until I could meet 
you boys Wednesday night over at 
the big entertainment at the Los 
Angeles Breakfast Club, and I sure 
had a great time. 

I met one delegation from my 
own state—Texas—and they 
brought me greetings from a couple 
of sheriffs. I was sorry certain 
friends of mine out here couldn’t 
have heard what the delegation had 
to say as these local friends have 
had an idea because of things ru- 
mored about that my welcome in 
Texas wasn’t all that it should be. 
They thought I couldn’t go back, 
but after what I learned Wednes- 
day night, it seems that I can. 

The principal reason that I put 
that shootin’ act on Wednesday 


Continued on Page 9 


PEPPER FOR LEADER? 


The name of George Wharton 
Pepper, U. S. Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, was suggested yesterday 
as a logical man to head the M. P. 
T. O. A. if a “big man” idea goes 
through. 

Pepper is admittedly one of the 
brightest legal lights in the country, 
and is high in administrative circles. 

He recently was defeated in the 
State primary for re-election by 
State Senator Vare, who ran on a 
strictly wet ticket against Pepper’s 
platform of supporting the dry laws. 














STEFFES CAPITULATES AFTER 
THREAT TO QUIT CONVENTION 





Allied States’ Leader Admits To Being “All Wet” and a 
“Destructionist,” and Agrees To Support National 
Body if Minnesota is Given One Joint Vote 





UNIFORM CONTRACT 
BACK TO COMMITTEE 


Philadelphia Plan to Refuse 
Contracts With Added 
Clauses Meets Approval 





The situation which for a time 
threatened to bust the M. P. T. O, 
A. wide open, and cause defections 
of state delegations from the na- 


' tional organization, was temporarily 


cleared yesterday when the report 
of the committee on business rela- 
tions was submitted to the as- 
embled delegates. 

The report of Business Manager 
Joe Seider on the uniform contract 
negotiations was the foundation of 
an explosion at Wednesday’s ses- 
sion which make it look as though 
the organization owas headed 
straight for the rocks. After verbal 
charges and counter charges on 
Wednesday the report was steered 
back to the committee on business 
relations to eliminate a wide open 
split on the convention floor. 

The report of the committee was 
submitted yesterday by Sydney 
Cohen, after a hot session of the 
committee had been held in the 
morning. The chief recommenda- 
tion can be summed up briefly as 


Continued on Page 4 


Next Convention Likely 
To Be In St. Paul 


The selection of St. Paul as the 
next convention city of the M. P. 
T. O. A. is virtually set, and only 
needs the official vote of the deleg- 
ates at today’s session. 

St. Paul was sponsored princip- 
ally by W. L. Steffes, and will be 
selected as a tribute to the dynamic 
leader of the Allied group. Another 
particular advantage in the selection 
of St. Paul is its central location on 
the geographical map of the United 
States, which makes it a convenient 
point for delegates from both the 
East and West. 











BRANDTS GET TWO MORE 
Brooklyn, N. Y., June 2. 
Two more theatres have been 
added by William and Harry Brandt 
in their present holding zone of this 
city in the neighborhoods known as 
Prospect and Flatbush. This now 
gives the Brandts nine houses in 
all and sews up the zone for them. 








With Al! Steffes, leader of the Al- 
lied States’ group, burying the ax, 
the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, at yesterday’s ses- 
sion of their seventh annual conven- 
tion, ran true to form; “blew up,” 
as has been the customary proce- 


dure at their yearly meetings and 
then settled down to a working 
agreement of perfect accord and 
harmony. 

Steps will probably be taken at 
once to secure the services of “a big 
man” to lead the organization. Pres- 
sure will be brought to bear on the 
insurgent state organizations to con. 
tribute funds, and the delegates will 
return to their homes for another 
year, during which interim hope is 
held out that all political and per- 
sonal differences within the ranks 
of the organization will have been 
ironed out, and the M. P. T. O. A. 
brought to a point where it will 
function for the best interests of the 
er apa theatre owners of the 
land. 

At the same time, the independ- 
ent exhibitors are not to have the 
privilege of forgetting their contact 
worries during the coming year, de- 
spite the action of the convention 
in adopting the report of the Com- 
mittee on Business Relations, that 
it recognize only the original uni- 
form contract, as adopted following 
the Milwaukee convention, and ig- 
nore the action of advisory commit- 
tees which resulted in additional 
clauses to the contract, as these ad- 
visory committees had no standing 
with the national organization, and 


GETS 4 YEARS FOR 
SELLING DOPE TO GIRL 


Dr. Orin R. Wakefield, Holly- 
wood physician, was sentenced to 
four years in the county jail for sell- 
ing narcotics to young girls, by 
Judge Carlos Hardy. 

He was convicted when found 
guiity of selling 40 grains of mor- 
phine to Cleo Narski, film extra. 
The girl had been an inmate of the 
hospital at Norwalk and had been 
virtually cured of the habit when 
Wakefield sold her the drug, inspec- 
tors for the State Medical Board 
testified. 

A biting denunciation of the phy- 
sician for “stopping so low as to 
commercialize the craving of these 
poor creatures for drugs” was mate 
by Judge Hardy. 

















Friday, June 4, 1926 





























Au Revoir! 


M. P. T. O. A. nasi 'ek Boch 


et to You All 
--Harold Lloyd Corp. 
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Tonight! 
Don’t Forget 





The Association 


Of Motion Picture Producers 
cordially invites the M. P. T. O. A. to attend the Ball and 


Entertainment in the Ambassador Auditorium. 


Music from 8 to 12 











All the Stars will be there. 


Why Not You? 
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As Revoir, M.P-T.O.A. 


Look for me in 


“THERE AMATEUR GENTLEMAN” 
--- Gardner Fames 
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$90,000,000 STOCK ISSUE 
IS PLANNED BY FAMOUS 





Theatres 


New York, June 3. 

At today’s meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Famous Players- 
Lasky, the common stock of the 
company was placed on a yearly 
. dividend basis of $10.00 a share, 
with a special meeting of the stock- 
holders authorized for June 25, to 
yote on the proposai to increase the 


common stock without par from 
450,000 to 1,000,000 shares. 

Dividends will be payable $2.00 
in cash quarterly, and the remaining 
$2.00 in cash or stock at the option 
of the corporation. At the same time 
the directors declared an extra di- 
vidend to the common stockholders 
of record June 30, of $2.00 a share, 
payable August 10, to be paid in 
common stock, or in the event 
the stockholders approve of the in- 
crease in common stock, then the 
dividend is to be paid in cash. 

On the approval of the increased 
capitalization by the stockholders, 
the corporation will turn over 191,- 
482 shares of its common stock at 
$107.49 a share to holders of com- 
mon stock at the rate of one new 
share for each two now held. 

The proceeds of the proposed 
common stock issued, which will 
amount to approximately $20,000,- 
000, is to be used to build new thea- 
tres and to buy the majority of out- 
standing Balaban and Katz shares, 
and for the purchase of other as- 
sets. 

Famous Players-Lasky has at the 
present time 80,000 shares of pre- 
ferred and 375,466 shares of com- 
mon stock. The original issue of 
preferred was 100,000 shares, 20,000 
of which have been returned 
ipa preferred stock sinking 
und. 


FAMOUS COMMON STOCK 
GAINS TWO FULL POINTS 


Preferred Issue on Other Hand, 
Slightly Off—Pathe Again 
Spurts and Closed at 56 


Nwe York, June 3. 


Trading on the New York Stock 
Exchange was very brisk Thursday. 
Famous Players’ common was ac- 
tively traded in and jumped from 
123 to 125. Famous Players pre- 
ferred on the other hand dropped 
¥% point, closing at 121%. Eastman 
Kodak closed at 10934 while Fox 
Films dropped % point to 645%. Mo- 
tion Picture Capital Corporation 
jumped a full point to 23%, with 

ew’s, Inc., jumping % point to 
38. Orpheum Circuit common fin- 
ished at 291%4, while Orpheum Pre- 
ferred dropped %4 point to 103%. 

Pathe Exchange took a sudden 
spurt and hopped 3% points to 56, 
with Shubert Theatres also having 
a good turn and showing a gain of 
1% points by closing at 64%. Warn- 
er Picture “A” lost % point, closing 
at 14%. 

On the curb market the closing 

«figures were American Seating 305 
dropping 1% points with Film In- 
spection jumping % point to 4%. 

ox Theatres dropped % to 24% 
with Trans Lux Screen closing at 

oH and Universal dropping 2% to 


J 


‘Make-Up School’ Operator 
Guilty of Morals Charge 


Harry Keaton, film “make-up 
school” operator, was found guilty 
of injury to public decency, while 
charges of disturbing peace and 
Operating an employment agency 
without a permit, were continued. 

eaton, it is charged, promised 

m aspirants to make second 
Jackie Coogans and Mary Pick- 
ords of them. Many responded to 
advertisements in the belief he was 
related to Buster Keaton, who, 
Owever, doesn’t even know him. 
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| —* What a Nurse” will open 
| une 12 at the Figueroa, following 
| the second week of “The Unknown 
__ Soldier” which was held over. 














Stockholders Will Vote June 25 on Proposed Capital 
Increase—Proceeds To Be Used To Build 


New 





COHEN SINGS 
SWAN SONG 


Retires From Active Service 
In M. P. T. O. A. At 
Valedictory Dinner 


Sydney S. Cohen relinquished all 
position and official authority in the 
M. P. T. O. A. Thursday night at 
a valedictory dinner given him 
which was featured with as little 
fireworks and excitement as could 
be expected. 

Three of the speakers made mild 
reference to a hope that Cohen 
would continue in some capacity 
with the organization although the 
matter was not pressed, ard was 
quietly laid away out of sight. 

Inconvenience and delay kept the 
banquet from starting before 9 p. m. 
although it was scheduled for 8. 
Important guests and newspaper- 
men, as well as exhibitors were un- 
able to find their places but the 
matter was finally adjusted with all 
guests seated. 

Immediately after the dinner, 
Jack Laughlin presented five crack 
numbers which pleased and enter- 
tained, 

W. W. Whitson of Southern Cali- 
fornia was the first speaker, an- 
nouncing that Eli Whitney Collins, 
president of the Arkansas M. P. T. 
O. A. would be toastmaster. Collins 
introduced five picture celebrities, 
Laura La Plante, William Sieter, 
Charles Chase, Carmel Myers and 
Pauline Stark. 

M. J. O’Toole opened the actual 
tributes to Cohen when he express- 
ed the wish that Cohen might not 
entirely quit his activities. He 
asked the members not to lose their 
power of the screen, giving exam- 
ples where film propaganda has 
been of immeasurable service. 

The next speaker was C. C. Petti- 
john, general counsel for the Hays 
organization who, when Collins 
praised his work in establishing the 
Film Board of Trade of Arkansas, 
said it was the first kind word he 
had heard from an exhibitor during 
the convention. He refered to Joe 
Seider’s objections to the uniform 
contract as non-existant and imag- 
inary. He seconded the remarks 
that O’Toole made about Cohen, 
and even went stronger in urging 
that the former president keep in 
the heart of activities. 

With Bert Lytell, the next speak- 
er scheduled unable to attend, J. 
Stuart Blackton was called upon. 
Blackton’s remarks were almost en- 
tirely to do with the history of the 
motion picture industry. He intro- 
duced Ella Bruce, one of his first 
stars and now Mrs. C. C. Pettijohn. 

President F. R. Woodhull, in 
speaking, called for the continued 
zood will of the patrons and de- 
clared that much progress had been 
made during the day’s meeting. He 
also urged that Cohen should not 
retire entirely from the organiza- 
tion. He presented Cohen, in the 
name of the M. P. T. O. A., witha 
life pass to every theatre in the 
United States and Canada. Whit- 
son, in behalf of the Southern Cali- 
fornia M. P. T. O. A,, tendered 
Cohen a platinum and gold Cali- 
fornia poppy with a gold flower pot. 
It was inscribed: “A California 
poppy to our pop.” 

Cohen spoke a few words of 
thanks, saying also that he was 
pleased with the condition of the 
organization and declared that he 
would not dwell on shop talk. He 
pleaded for a better understanding 
with the producers and declared in 
reference to the poppy gift that 
“pop saved the child but it almost 
killed pop.” 


NEW WRITER WITH FOX 


Frances Deaner, Los Angeles 
newspaper woman, formerly assist- 
ant d ramatic editor of the Times, 
joined the publicity staff of Fox. 
She will write press book material, 
under the direction of Robert Yost, 
head of the department. 











DOUBLE FEATURES AT 
PROVIDENCE DRAW 


“Volga Boatman,” at Strand, 
Only Offering Played By 
Itself, Gets Around $8,000 





Providence June 3. 

Double fezture bills were at each 
house here last week, as usual, ex- 
cepting at the Strand. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Strand (2,200; 15-49) — “Volga 
Boatman,” (P. D. C.) Played alone 
and got $8,000. 

Majestic (2,500; 10-40) — “Wet 
Paint,” (F. P.-L.) was coupled with 
“Outside the Law” (Universal), do- 
ing very good for that theatre with 


$7,500. 
Rialto (1,338; 15-40) — “Silken 
Shackles,” (Warner's), and “The 


Sap,” (Warner’s), got the same re- 
ceipts as last week with $4,100. 
Victory (1,950; 15-40)—"“My Old 
Dutch,” (Universal) and “Phan- 
tom Bullet,” (Universal), proved 
good at $7,000. 
(Copyright, 1926, by Variety, Inc. 


Carey’s Indians Will 
Entertain Visitors Sunday 








Many delegates and their families 
have arranged to remain over in 
Los Angeles until Monday to take 
advantage of the invitation of Harry 
Carey to visit the latter’s Indian 
Wild West Show on Sunday after- 
noor at his ranch. Arrangements 
have been made for transportation, 
and reservations can be secured at 
the information booth in the Am- 
bassador lobby. Full directions for 
auto travel are also available at the 
booth. 





DELEGATES VISIT 
COLUMBIA STUDIO 


Bert Lytell and Billie Dove enter- 
tained about 100 conventionites at 
the Studio of Columbia Pictures 
yesterday. Harry and Jack Cohen 
showed them about the studio, film- 
ing the delegates with the Columbia 
stars fun scenes to be used in forth- 
coming issues of Screen Snapshots. 





Tom Kitching, for five years a 
Universal salesman in the Middle 
West, has joined the sales ranks of 
F. B. O. and will have charge of 
the Arizona territory. 


COLLINS MAY 
BE PRESIDENT 


Arkansas State Leader Being 
Groomed to Succeed 
Woodhull 


Definite indications that plans are 
on foot to put over Eli Whitney 
Collins, president of the Arkansas 
state organization, as president of 
the M. P. T. O. A., were brought 
forcibly to those that attended the 
testimonial dinner to Sydney S. 
Cohen in the Fiesta Room of the 
Ambassador Hotel last night. 

The boom for Collins came out 
of a clear sky, after there had been 
much discussion around the lobby 
of the hotel over various possibili- 
ties, with the Arkansas man never 
mentioned for the post. 

Cohen, in his speech !ast evening, 
took pains to point out the abilities 
of Collins in guiding various activ- 
ities of both his local and the na- 
tional association. From Cohen’s 
speech, it seemed that the nomina- 
tion of Collins would be most ac- 
ceptable to the retiring chairman of 
the board of directors. 

After the Cohen banquet, there 
was much comment over the splen- 
did manner in which Collins handled 
the affair, with many delegates voic- 
ing their sentiments that Collins has 
many advantages that would make 
him a good man at the helm of the 
organization. 

The principal matter slated for 
today’s session is the election of 30 
members for the board of directors, 
which board in turn will immedi- 
ately meet to elect the president and 
other officers. If the consensus of 
opinion of delegates present at the 
Cohen gathering can be taken as a 
criterion of the general pulse, there 
would be no question that Collins 
could be elected by a large major- 
tiy on the floor of today’s conven- 











tion. 
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DE MILLE TODO ‘THAIS’ | 


Cecil B. De Mille is contemplat- | 
ing a production of “Thais” on the 
screen. Samuel Goldwyn made a 
production of the opera, with Mary 
Garden starred, about eight years | 
ago. Miss Garden, at that time, 
proved to be a disappointment as a 
screen actress. 


“AMERICAN TRAGEDY” 
PRODUCED NEXT YEAR 


New York, June 2. 


Theodore Dresier’s “American 
Tragedy” is to be done as a play 
by Horace Liveright, with produc- 
tion aimed for sometime next sea- 
son. If Famous Players-Lasky 
proceeds with the story as a pic- 
ture, the film will precede the play. 


Thomas To Tell World 
of Attractions at Venice 


Edward Thomas, publicity direc- 
tor of Sebastian-Belasco Produc- 
tions for the past year, has been ap- 
pointed publicity man for the Ab- 
bott Kinney Company at Venice, 
Calif. He will have charge of the 
beach resort’s summer carnival cam- 














paign. 
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EGYPTIAN TWIN BILL 
GOOD FOR 4 MONTHS 


“Black Pirate’ and “Sparrows” 
Likely To Enjoy Ten to 
Twelve More Weeks Here 








Fairbanks-Pickford combination, 
according to present indications, is 
scheduled to remain at the Grau- 
man-Egyptian for at least another 
three months. Sid Grauman asserts 
that trade for “Sparrows” and “The 
Black Pirate” is steadily picking up, 
and as the stop limit at the house is 
$14,000 he feels certain these pic- 
tures will run a full four months 
easily. Grauman has started a heavy 
out-of-town exploitation and adver- 
tising campaign which he feels will 
be responsible for better than nor- 
mal business during the summer sea- 
son. 

“Don Juan,” the Warner Broth- 
ers’ John Barrymore starring ve- 
hicle, which Alan Crossland direct- 
ed, has been booked to follow the 
double header program. Grauman 
feels that the picture is plenty heavy 
to come on the heels of the twin bill. 











1 Year, $7; $6 Months, 


Subscribe for “Variety” 


$3.50; 3 Months, $1.75 





Variety, 
154 West 46th St., N Y. C. 

















completed. 
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News 


“DON JUAN” 


John Barrymore’s Production 
Plays Grauman’s Egyptian 


¢ 
More News 


“MANON LESCAUT” 


John Barrymore’s Production 
with Dolores Costello is Just 


¥ 
Still More News 


| THEY WERE BOTH DIRECTED BY 
| THE MAN WHO WILL ALSO DIRECT 
MR. BARRYMORE’S FIRST PRODUC. | 
TION FOR UNITED ARTISTS | 


ALAN CROSLAND 
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100 New Theatres Planned 
For New York and Jersey 


New York, June 3. 

Between 50 and 100 theatres are 
planned in New York, Brooklyn and 
Northern New Jersey to start con- 
struction between now and Labor 
Day. In territories already consid- 
ered over-theatred, house owners 
and exhibitors are in a near panic 
over the building deluge. 


Visiting Delegates See 
“Hoot” Gibson in Action 


Virtually every delegate attend- 
ing the convention, accompanied by 
his wife or friends, was the guest of 
Universal Thursday morning at a 
rodeo staged by the studio riders. 

The rodeo, staged at the Univer- 
sal ranch, was directed by “Hoot” 
Gibson, who entered in many of the 
events. Fred Humes, Freddie Gil- 
man, ard Curly Witzel, new west- 
ern stars, also took part. After the 
rodeo, the visitors were presented 
with boxes of candy. 


Film Actress Weds 
Publicity Purveyor 

















John Kennard Hamilton, public- 
ity man for Peggy Joyce, was mar- 
ried to Twila Opal Rinehart, film 
actress, in Los Angeles, June 2. 


ARTHUR 
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First National 


Leaves no STONE 
unturned to add to 
its productions. 


é 


Long Term 
Contract 


é 


Now Playing the 
“Essen’”’ 


“Delicatessen” 
with Colleen Moore 





UNIFORM CONTRACT 
BACK TO COMMITTEE 


Continued from Page 1 





follows: No authority was ever 
given to anyone by the M. P. T. O. 
A. to serve on a uniform contract 
advisory committee, therefore the 
actions and conclusions of the latter 
committee could not be recognized 
by the theatre owners’ association; 
but while the theatre owners do not 
recognize this advisory committee, 
the latter is commended for its 
earnest efforts. 

Further recommendations provide 
for a resolution to be introduced on 
the floor of the convention author- 
izing the president to appoint a 
contract committee of five members 
to negotiate a uniform contract for 
the M. P. T. O. A. 

The report agrees that the uni- 
form contract as originally agreed 
upon met with the approval of the 
committee, but the subsequent 
changes and alterations of this con- 
tract by distributors made it far 
from the original form. 

The report, as submitted to the 
convention, was undoubtedly a com- 
promise on the part of the commit- 
tee. It is expected that the incom- 
ing president will appoint the com- 
mittee of five to negotiate a new 
contract, but the attitude of the 
Hays organization, as plainly out- 
lined by C. C. Pettijohn on the floor 
of the convention, will have to be 
taken into consideration. Pettijohn 
emphatically declared at that time 
that there would be no further con- 
ferences on the present uniform 
contract for the year 1926; but he 
would help the exhibitors organiza- 
tion in every possible manner when 
they showed that they were really 
accomplishing worthwhile things. 
One exhibitor pointed out the im- 
portance of the speech yesterday 
afternoon by George P. Aarons of 
Philadelphia, who said that every 
exhibitor should be fully aware o 
each contract provision contained in 
the uniform contract, and every 
state group should present a solid 
front against signing any contracts 
with added clauses. This method 
of procedure has been adopted by 
the exhibitors in Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania territory, and Aarons claims 
that the exchanges of Philadelphia 
are not forcing added clauses on 
the exhibitors as a consequence. 


BREWSTER DEAL WITH 
M-G-M DENOUNCED 


Continued from Page 1 








M. P. T. O. A., as a body, to re- 
fuse to allow on their screen any 
pictures produced, as a result of any 
such arrangement made between 
Brewster and M.-G.-M. for the pur- 
pose of exploiting any one who has 
gained notoriety through any ques- 
itonable conditions or actions, that 
have become public records through 
either legal actions or matrimonial 
mixups. 

He declares that if producers, 
through a failure of public opinion, 
are allowed to make such agree- 
ments, they will react against the 
motion picture industry in general. 

Aarons will ask the National 
body to disapprove of and condemn 
all motion picture magazines or 
trade newspapers or magazines 
found to be in cahoots with motion 
picture distributors or producers to 
aid in exploiting any actor or act- 
ress under the same circumstances 
by which Miss Palmer is getting 
$250 a week from M.-G.-M. 

He will ask also in his resolution 
that the organization condemn and 
disapprove of all or any trade papers 
or fan magazines, or other publica- 
tions, which are found to be fin- 
anced, owned or affiliated with or 
as a part of any company producing 
motion pictures, 

He claims that if conditions like 
this exist, the exhibitor as well as 
the public will find themselves in 
a position where they cannot have 
any faith or trust in publications 
which they have believed to be fair 
and unbiased in their news reports 
or criticism of pictures. 

In case any publishers of fan 
magazines are harrassed or intimi- 
dated by any individual or company 
engaged in the production or dis- 
tribution of motion pictures, or may 
suffer a threat of withdrawal of ad- 
vertising or witholding of it, he 
wants a confidential report made of 
the instance to the National Organ- 
ization in New York, which he feels 
should make public the 
and circumstances to avoid bring- 











ine any diseredit on the ertire in- 
dustry, 
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STEFFES BURIES AX 
AFTER THREAT TO QUIT 
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their labors could not be recognized. 
C. J. Pettijohn, representing the 
producers and distributors, who was 
accorded the floor of the conven- 
tion, stated in most emphastic terms 
that there would be no contract 
countenanced. The pro- 
ducers and distributors, he asserted, 
had met with the ways and means 
committee, and with advisory com- 
mittees, and that regardless of any 
action of the convention there would 
€ no contract conferences during 
1926. The newly adopted uniform 





contract, with additional clauses, he 
insisted, have been printed and have 
for some time been distributed 
and used throughout the industry. 
Seider Eliminated 

This action of the convention vir- 
tually means the elimination of Jos. 
M. Seider as business manager of 
the organization, and the selection 
of M. E. Comerfcrd as the new 
chairman of the board, to succeed 
Sydney Cohen, with Mike O’Toole 
as the logical choice for business 
manager. President Woodhull, in 
all probability, will be retained as 
the designated head of the national 
body. 

The first discussion of the after- 
noon was over the report of the cre- 
dentials committee, at the very be- 





ginning of the session, which got 


——=_—.. 


under way an hour behind scheduled 
time. This committee reported that 
328 delegates were entitled to vote 
the basis of representation being on 
the basis of each state’s revenue to 
the national organization during the 
past year. 

Much discussion and wrangling 
occurred over the apportionment of 
votes, with representatives of states 
who had not come through with 
their pledges of last year explaining 
the reasons for their actions, The 
“big man” idea was brought up time 
and time again. 

Al Steffes gained recognition 
from the presiding officer, and de. 
clared “after listening to the report 
of the credentials committee, I don’t 
think that we want to go along 


Continued on Page 10 
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to My Exhibitor Friends: 


It is very gratifying that the world premiere showings held simul- 
taneously this week, East and West, of 


Renaud Hoffman’s 


“The Unknown Soldier’| 


Picturization of 


confirm my prediction following the preview that this picture | 
would be not only an artistic achievement, but a box-office | 


triumph. 


Now Playing: 


Rivoli Theatre 


NEW YORK 


And being held over for its second week at 


Figueroa Theater 


LOS ANGELES 


And a second week at the PLAZA THEATRE, San Diego. 
Also booked for an indefinite run at the 


St. Francis Theatre 


My parting message is to ho 
to get the thrill of Thanks 


July weather. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


CHAS. R. 


op aboard this one, if you want | 
giving receipts during Fourth of 








Prints now available through Producers Distributing 


Corporation Exchanges 


ROGERS 
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AL BOASBERG 
Rises to Remark 











Sam Schwartz of New York re- 
fused to buy a Hudson car. He 
claims they have no es-sex appeal. 





Lee Marcus of F. B. O. wired in 
offering to furnish the exhibitors 
with as many features as they can 
pay for. 





Great excitement. Lew Cody got 
his dates all mixed up and met his 
own wife in the lobby. 





The Duncan Sisters have split, 
and Isadora is working alone. 





Mrs. Harlow of Indiana theatre, 
Indianapolis, just bought a $10,000 
Morton Organ, and says now all 
the world seems in tune. 





Notice to stay-at-home wives of 
exhibitors. Full information of 
your husband’s activities after hours 
furnished on request. Address 
Blackmail Editor, this paper. 





Manny Stutz of the Chevy Chase 
theatre is having his throat lifted so 
he can holler to his projectionist. 








Rest in Peace 
Associated Exhibitors 














Meighan Leaves Paramount 
Joins Columbia Pictures 


King Meighan, formerly Par- 
amount salesman in Washing- 
ton, is being featured in Colum- 
bia Pictures by Jack Cohen of 
2 B. C. His first feature will 


Only a ’follies Girl, sup- 
ported by a group of busi- 
ness men. 





One exhibitor who believes in ex- 
ploitation insists upon having 24 
sheets on his bed. 





. Lt. Lofthouse and his metorcycle 
men have guarded the convention 
to perfection. In view of this fact 
we thing that Officer Big Man’s 


wrist watch which was stolen off 





his arm should be returned. Iden- 
tification can be made by water 
marking from ‘dunking’. 

Leon Schlessinger of “Pacific 


Titles” excused his absence from the 
studio by saying, “We have been 
out on location shooting exterior 
titles.” 





F. B. O. comes through with a 
title that will go home with many 
a disappointed sheik. It is H. C. 
Witwer’s “Her Father Said No.” 








L. P. Greengeld of Frisco calls 
his wife “Pathe News” because she 
"knows all, sees all.” 





C. C. Pyle, manager of Red 
Grange, publicly offers to give a 
yay new row boat for the Cunard 

ine. 





The Gag man‘s lament—“The pal 
that I had stole the gags that I had.” 





One exhibitor is so religious that 
he wouldn’t eat butter while he was 
playing “The Goose Woman.” 





Universal denies they have a new 
Chinese western star named Carl 


Lem Lee. 





Stern Brothers have increased 
their capital from $50,000 to $2,000,- 
000—they must have discovered a 
new gag. 


F, X. Carron of Richfield, Utah, 
is the first exhibitor to travel by air, 
but plenty of them have lived on it 
for years. 








Dewey Michaels received a wire 
from his manager reading, “Cut 
down on your expenses. Double 
features are flopping this week.” 





Good Bye Conventionites, here 
goes Boasberg up to Oregon on lo- 
cation with Buster Keaton. Lots of 
luck till next year. 


FOX RESUMING IN EAST 
New York, June 2. 


Fox Films will resume produc- 
tion in the East this fall. Two,units 
will begin shooting in September 








when W. R. Sheehan returns here. 


Lille and Buchanan Are 


Undecided Abcut Films 


Beatrice Lille and Jack Buchanan, 
stars of Charlot’s Revue, playing at 
El Capitan, Hollywood legit house, 
are still debating about signing pic- 
ture contracts. It is said the mat- 
ter of billing is the chief point un- 





der controversy. According to the 
contract between Edward D. Smith, 
lessee of the theatre, and Arch Sel- 
wyn, producer, Charlot’s Revue is 
booked into El Capitan for 12 weeks 
if the two stars want to do pictures. 
It is said that the main reason for 
the two English players coming out 
to Hollywood was to look over the 





——————— 
a 


picture field with a view of break. 
~~ American films. 

he revue has run for six weeks 
at the new house and has another 
six to play. Gertrude Lawrence, the 
third star of the show, cannot ne. 
gotiate for pictures as she is under 
contract to Charles Dillingham for 
one year. 











MELViLLE 
BROWN 


DIRECTOR 
for Universal 


JUST COMPLETED— 


“Her Big Night” 


Starring Laura La Plante 


IN PREPARATION— 


“TAXI-TAXI” 


WITH EDWARD EVERETT HORTON AND MARIAN NIXON 








HARRY CAREY’S 
NAVAJO 
WILD WEST 


EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


4 MILES NORTH OF SAUGUS 


M. P. T.O. A. VISITORS are cordially invited Sunday as 
guests to see the real Southwest. 
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SID GRAUMAN 
el 
Warner Bros. Production 
e€ @ 





JOHN BARRYMORE 
“DON J UAN” 


as the next attraction for his 


Eoyptian Theatre in Hollywood 


to be shown with Warner Bros. new musical synchronization 
arrangement from the American Bell Telephone Co., 


Western Electric Co. and Bell Laboratories. 
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COAST STUDIOS 


Reeves Eason is directing Fred 
Thompson's “The Lone Hand,” at 
F. B. O. Studios. He is replacing 
Thompson’s regular director, David 
Kirkland, who is working on the 
script of the next picture of the 
western star. 











F. B. O. were compelled to re- 
vise the shooting schedule of their 
new two-reel series, “Bill Grimm's 
Progress,” due to the fact that 
Grant Withers was bitten by a dog 
and will be confined to his home for 
two weeks. 





Hoot Gibson’s next for Univer- 
gal will be “The Texas Streak,” an 
original story by Lynn Reynolds, 
which will also be directed by the 
author. June Marlowe will play 
the feminine lead. Others in the 
cast include Les Bates and Albert 
Rose. . 





Winifred Eaton Reeves is mak- 
ing the screen adaptation of “Egypt” 
from the pen of Ernest Pascal, 
‘which will be released as “A Savage 
‘in Silks.” Lois Weber will direct. 


_— 


Vin Moore is directing “Barely 
Reasonable,” a two-reel western 
comedy for W. C. Tuttle. Gilbert 
Holmes and Bennie Corbett are 
Starring in the series. Dorothy 
Kitchen, New York City beauty con- 
pet, winner, is playing the feminine 

ad. 





Those in the cast of “Red Mill,” 
Marion Davies’ starring vehicle, 
which is being directed by Roscoe 


George Seigmann, Karl Dane, Snitz 
Edwards and Fred Gamgold. 





Ernest von Brincken, former Ger- 
man nobleman, has been chosen as 
technicai aid to Clarence Brown, in 
the preparation for the screening of 
the Sudermann novel, “The Undy- 
ing Past.” 





Cissy Fitzgerald is appearing in 
“Western Society,” Tom Mix’s 
latest opus for Fox, which R. Wil- 
liam Neill is directing. 





Frank Leon Smith, writer of 
thrillers for Pathe, is now in Holly- 
wood supervising production on the 
new serial featuring Gene Tunney. 





Sherman Ross was assigned to 
play in the serial starring Gene 
Tunney for Pathe. 


F. W. Murnau, who made “The 
Last Laugh,” will direct Suderman’s 
play, “The Trip to Tilsit,” for Fox, 
upon his arrival here from Ger- 











A 
FANCHON & MARCO 
IDEA 





CHARLIE 


MELSON 


AND HIS BAND 


LOEWS STATE 














Arbuckle, include Owen Moore, 





many, which he will leave June 23. 
Murnau cabled for Margaret Liv- 
ingston and George O’Brien to play 
the leading roles. Carl Mayer, Ger- 
man scenarist, will adapt the Su- 
derman play. His assistant, Her- 
bert Bing, has been here six months 
studying American film conditions. 





Eleanor Boardman was cast for 
the feminine lead in “Tell It to the 
Marines,” which stars Lon Chaney 
for M-G-M. 





George O'Hara will be starred in 
“He Stopped at Murder,” which 
Chet Whitey will direct ard FE. B. 
QO. will release. 


MacLean, 





Douglas whose unit 





has moved from the F. B. O. lot 
to the Associated Studios, will be- 
gin work on “Ladies First,” his 
third release for F. P.-L. with Wil- 
liam Beaudine directing. 





George Bancroft was the first 
player engaged for “The Life of 
Roosevelt,” which will be made by 
F. P.-L. 





Dorothy Dwan signed a contract 
with Rayart to play in “The Cour- 
age of Captain Plum,” a James 
Aliver Curwood story. Edward 
Earle will play opposite her. 





Columbia Pictures are holding 
open house for members of the M. 
P. T. O. A. during their convention. 

















JOE ROCK: SAYS: 





“COME AGAIN, FELLOWS!” 


We congratulate you on the success of the Los Angeles 
convention of the M. P. T. O. A. and trust that you thor- 
oughly enjoyed your visit with us. We know that you will 
never forget California and our parting message to you is: 
“Come back when you can stay longer.” 
God speed you on your return journey. 


JOE ROCK PRODUCTIONS 


Released by Standard Cinema Corporation through F. B. O. 


Goodbye and 


a 
Many exhibitors have visited the 
studio, where they saw severa] pic- 
tures being made. 





Madalynne Field was added tg 
the cast of “The Westerner,” Foy 
comedy, directed by Jess Robbins. 





Bruce Covington was added to 
the cast of “White Eagle,” Western 
in which Buck Jones is starred, dj. 
rected by Orville Dull. 
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COLUMBIA 
Money Makers 


for 
1926-27 


BIG STARS 
GREAT STORIES 
BIG AUTHORS 
GREAT DIRECTORS 
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Universal--Way Out Ahead! 
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“Poker Faces” 
“The Ice Flood” 
“The Runaway Express” 
“Her Big Night” 
“The Mystery Club” 
“The Old Soak” 


“The Whole Town’s 
Talking” 


“Perch of the Devil” 
“The Show World” 
“Prisoners of the Storm” 
“Held by the Law” 
“Spangles” 
Savage in Silks” 
“The Bargain Bride” 
“Butterflies in the Rain” 
“Down the Stretch” 
“Too Many Women” 
“Taxi, Taxi” 

“The Love Thrill” 
“Beware of Widows” 


AND THESE SPECIAL 
PRODUCTIONS 


“The Flaming Frontier” 
“The Midnight Sun” 
“Take It From Me” 
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LOOKS LIKE POLA 
HAS LOST “THE SHIEK” 


Looks as though Rudoiph Valen- 
tino, “The Sheik,” has thrown Pola 
Negri into the discard and found 
himself a new lady friend, according 
to Hollywood reports. It is said 
that none other than Greta Garbo, 
the M-G-M foreign importation, has 
hit the fancy of the irrepressible 
Valentino, who is dévoting all of his 
spare time to her entertainment. 
Reports say that Pola has not been 
wised up to the turn of the tide, and 
figure that when she is she might 
have something to say to him in a 

confidential way, which he 
would not be so anxious to see in 
print. 


SIX CONTACT OFFICES 


Continued from Page 1 











tion, and co-relate the work between 
them and the national organization. 

“It would be very advantageous 
to the National organization,” says 
the report, “to organize competent 
state machines in every state in the 
union. Your Chairman recommends 
that the state units affiliated with 
the National organization shall not 
set the dates of their State Conven- 
tions prior to consultation with Na. 
tional Headquarters, thereby dupli- 
cation of dates could be avoided and 
the attendance of National officers 
at these Conventions could be in- 
sured. , 

“It is also essential, upon holding 
elections, that State units imme- 
diately forward to National Head- 
quarters the full list of newly elected 
officers and committee members.” 

The contact committee urges that 
each theatre owner place conspicu- 
ously in his ticket office his member- 
ship card in the National organiza- 
tion issued to him by its Treasurer 
upon payment of his membership 
dues, making known to the public 
that his house is an independently 
owned theatre, that he is a member 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, is privileged to call 
on it for assistance in any one of the 
definite variety of exhibitor diffi- 
culties which might confront him, 
and that his enterprise enjoys its 
protection. 





GOOD NEWS FOR MIX 
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night, was that I’d been reading in 
“Variety about your  conven- 
tion, and the thought came that if 
you could see me shoot, I might be 
invited to referee some of the bat- 
tles 1 heard you’ve been having at 
your meetin’, 

Over at the park Wednesday 
night, I got a good, first hand peep 
at the wives you brought along with 
you and from their good looks it 
was quite plain tnat they'd been hit- 
ting the orange juice I told you 
about. If what we claim out here 
is true, that orange juice makes 
women beautiful, some of your 
ladies must have been using it since 
they were kids. In fact, a lot of 
‘em were so fair to gaze upon that 
they could have passed for Califor- 
nia women, anywhere. 

I overheard some of the boys and 
girls commenting on the fact a Los 
Angeles woman won the embroider- 
ed shawl. I hope that wasn’t any 
surprise. Why, even Tony could 
have told you what town would get 
it and I’m not so certain he didn’t 
know in advance that a Los Angeles 
man would win the pig skin trav- 
eling bag. 

When it comes to pulling a prize 
out of a hat, do you suppose out 
here in Los Angeles we don’t know 
enough to slip the lucky number 
under the sweat band before we 
start shakin’ em up? The only 
possible surprise in connection with 
the matter would have been for 
some one other than a Los Angeles 
man and woman to be announced 
as the winners. If there is any- 
thing about ballot box stuffing that 
we don’t know out here, slip it to 
me and I'll put in with you. Down 
in Texas, through superior skill 
along that line, we elected many a 
sheriff and county judge. If any- 
thing had slipped up on that Wed- 
nesday night drawing and the 
wrong town’s number called, a cou- 
ple or three managers would have 
lost their jobs in addition to bein’ 
throwed out. But, should any of 
you boys want to really know who 
framed the whole deal and how it 
was done. meet me at the ball Fri- 
gay night and I'll wise you up on 
the real inside stuff. 

I’m glad that you fellows took my 


advice and strung along so well on 
the orange juice. I know that you 
did, because I never got so many 
whiffs of orange juice in my life as 
I did at the entertainment Wednes- 
day night. Aliso, I want to compli- 
ment you boys of the M. P. T. O. 
A. for keeping sober, for in that re- 
spect you differed mightily from 





several previous conventions of pic- 
ture men held here. 

I’m sorry that my work on loca- 
tion throughout the week prevented 
me from attending the convention 
and mixing around with the boys. I 
know a lot of yam fellows personally 
and I would like to have met a lot 
more. I’m certainly grateful to that 





delegation that I met from Texas, 
which brought me kind words from 
the sheriff. Not that it really makes 
much difference, because living here 
in California, as I do, I’m beyond 
his jurisdic tion, still the word he 
sent will make me feel a lot easier 
in the future. 
Adios. 



































CLARENCE 
BROWN 


Director of 
“The Signal Tower” 
“Smouldering Fires”’ 
“The Goose Woman” 


Rudolph Valentino in 


Norma Talmadge in 


Now Directing 


“FLESH 











"The Eagle”’ 


Kiki’ 


AND THE DEVIL” 
for M-G-M 

















—just a few words ff 


before you go 


Every Comedy a 


KEEP YOUR EYE ON 


MACK SENNETT’S 


“1926-27 PATHE COMEDIES” 


Feature! 


BEN TURPIN COMEDIES 
ALICE DAY COMEDIES 


Every Release a Hit!! 


“THE SMITHS” 


SERIES 


MACK SENNETT COMEDIES 
JUHNNY BURKE COMEDIES 





Au Revoir 


M. P. T. O. A. 





Hal Roach 


YOU HAVE PLAYED OUR COMEDIES. NOW COME OUT AND SEE THEM MADE 
ANY TIME—ANY DAY 


Ask the Man Who Plays Them! 
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PARENT-TEACHER BODY 
BOOSTS GOOD FILMS 


Kansas City, June 3. 

“If we don’t like a picture we 
leave it alone. We don’t go to crit- 
icise but to choose the cream of 
what we see. Then we boost it to 
the members of the 71 Parent- 
Teacher organizations and every- 
body we see.” That is the statement 
of Mrs. E. M. Metcalf, speaking for 
the Better Films Committee of the 
local Parent-Teachers’ society. 

This committee is composed of 
42 women, who, in their private ca- 


pacity, see and report on pictures 
locally shown. It was anticipated 
some years ago that eventually this 
national association of mothers and 
teachers would become the non-of- 
ficial national censor of all moving 
pictures. If the attitude expressed 
here is the one for all the rest of 
the same organization, that informa- 
tion may come as a relief to the 
film industry. 


STEFFES BURIES AX 
AFTER THREAT T0 QUIT 


Continued from Page 4 











in this organization.” Continuing 
further, he said that the Allied 
States group had pledged a total of 
$26,000, which was to be used to- 
wards the operation of the M. P. T. 
O. under the leadership of a big 
man. He claimed he did not know 
why the committee questioned his 
notes when banks all over the coun- 
try recognized them. Asked why he 
did not pay the money subscribed 
he replied: “We are going to keep it 
until something really constructive 
is accomplished.” 


Looked Like a “Bust” 


Mike O’Toole, who was sitting di- 
rectly behind President Woodhull, 
Started an argument with Steffes, 
which was very brief. Steffes fin- 
ished by declaring, “Good luck, God 
bless you, and I’m on my way if 
I’m ruled out.” At this point, it 
looked as though the entire session 
would break up, with members in 
all parts of the floor demanding the 
right to be heard. The gathering 
was at high tension, as it was ex- 
pected that Steffes would walk out 
of the hall followed by ‘he members 
of all the middle west groups. 

Finally, the President declared 
that all sides wanted to be heard 
and he was willing to have them. 
Hurley of New Mexico made a 





strong plea for harmony, finishing 
by declaring that the individual 
members present were too big for 
petty quarreling and bickerings. 

At this point Ritchey of Michigan 
asked for the floor on personal priv- 
ilege, but was denied. Jack Miller 
said the situation was serious and 
no one getting anywhere, and this 
sort of argument should be stopped. 
He declared that the theatre owners 
at Milwaukee dared the producers 
to go out and buy theatres—and the 
producers were doing just that very 
thing. 

Mike O’Toole was sitting behird 
President Woodhull and apparently 
directing operations along the lines 
he had learned while acting as a 
newspaper correspondent at the 
Harrisburg, Pa., legislative sessions 
during the Penrose regime. 


Ritchie‘s Rights Questioned 


John Manheimer of New York 
burst forth and questioned the cre- 
dentials of Ritchey of Detroit, busi- 
ness manager of the Michigan asso- 
ciation. Ritchey answered he was 
a delegate representing the Rivoli 
theatre, Detroit. Manheimer re- 
torted, ‘As an owner or subterfuge? 
We are theatre owners, you are not 
—you are a paid hireling!” 

Goldberg of Baltimore ended the 
argument by asking the chairman to 
consult the records and ascertain 
whether or not Ritchey was a dele- 
gate. 


General discussion about every- 
thing in particular consumed the 
next half hour, with charges, and 
counter-charges flying thick and 
fast, and many of the delegates were 
bewildered at the rapid pace set by 
the many speakers. Things then 
settled down a little while Whitney 
Collins of Arkansas, R. R. Biechele 
of Kansas, Harry Davis of Pitts- 
burgh, Frank Rembusch of Indiana, 
and others poured oil on the waters 
and calm sailing seemed apparent 
from then on. 

A motion was adopted to accept 
the report of the credentials com- 
mittee, and A. L. Steffes was allow- 
ed the floor. He reiterated his de- 
sire for harmony,:and declared that 
even if only one vote were allotted 
to the Allied States he would ride 
along if the organization would 
show that it was going anywhere. 

“After hearing Mr. Davis, I’m 
convinced that the Allied States’ 
group is ‘All Wet,’ and are a lot of 
obstructionists,” said Steffes. 

At this point, Sydney S. Cohen 
submitted the report of Wednesday 
night’s meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors when the uniform contract 
report of Joe Seider was thoroughly 
thrashed out. Cohen declared that 
the meeting was splendid and har- 
monious. 





George Aarons of Philadelphia 


explained the situation of the uni- 
form contract as far as his imme- 
diate members were concerned. He 
declared that the Eastern Penn:yl- 
vania unit had passed a resolution 
to instruct its members to strike out 
all clauses except those approved 
in the uniform contract. He de- 
clared the exhibitors in the Phila- 
delphia would not stand for red ink 
clauses or any additions. 


Glenn Cross of Michigan sug- 
gested that the convention refrain 
from adopting the report submitted 
by the committee headed by Sydney 
Cohen until the delegates might 
hear from Charles C. Pettijohn, rep- 
resentative of the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors Asso- 
ciation. This suggestion was disre- 
garded and a motion to accept the 
report on the uniform was adopted. 


Nominated as Directors 


Nominations for the Board of Di- 
rectors were next in order, and the 
following members were put up: 

Eli Whitney Collins, Arkansas; 
M. E. Commerford, Pennsylvania; 
Harry Davis, Pennsylvania; Fred 
Dolle, Kentucky; A. A. Elliott, New 
York; E. M. Fay, Rhode Island; 
Glenn Harper, California; Jack 
Harwood, Ohio; Louis M. Sagal, 
Connecticut; John Schwalm, Ohio; 
Fred Seegert, Wisconsin; Joseph M 
Seider, New Jersey; Frank Durkee, 
Maryland; Louis Rome, Maryland; 
Nathan Yamins, Massachusetts; [. 
W. Rogers, Illinois, E. P. White, 
Montana; J. M. Hone, Washington; 
D. J. Adams, New Hampshire; B 
E. Berinstein, California; C. E. Wil- 
liams, Nebraska; Frank Koch, New 
York; John Silliman, Wisconsin; 
J. R. Pratt, Missouri; Fred Weh- 
renberg, Missouri; Joseph W. 
Walsh, Connecticut; C. M. Max- 
field, Florida; A. Julian Brylawski, 
District of Columbia; C. E. Picker- 
ell, Oklahoma; L. B. Wilson, Ken- 
tucky; Glenn Cross, Michigan; A. 
J. Kleist, Michigan; Jack Miller, 
Illinois; John Danz, Washington; 
Charles O’Reilly, New York; R. F. 
Woodhull, New Jersey; Frank Rem- 
busch, Indiana; J. Morkowitz, Cali- 
fornia; R. R. Biechele, Kansas; T. 
S. Martin, California. 


The name of Sydney S. Cohen 
was presented, but he declined the 
nomination, and the same condition 
was true in the case of A. L. Steffes. 

At this point C. C. Pettijohn was 
asked to speak, but it was found 
that he had left the hall. Messen- 
gers were dispatched after him, a 
general discussion taking place 
meanwhile. : 

Pettijohn finally put in an ap- 
pearance, and said he assumed he 
was to talk about the uniform con- 
tract. _He declared he wouid stick 
to facts regarding that document. 





Asserting that although the commit- 





Memo On Any Exhibitor’s 


Convention Cuff:- 


‘See Louis Weiss About Artclass 
Short Subjects—Winnie Winkles, 
Hairbreadth Harrys, Snub Pol- 


lards, Izzie and Lizzies, etc.”’ 


9 Sho 


NOVELTIES 
Guess Who 


6 single reel contest se- 
ries, playing day and 
date. Now in 51 theatres 
in Detroit. 


Screen Star Sports 
6 single reelers, present- 


ing stars in athletic pas- 
times of the screen. 





TOPICAL 
Radio Personalities 
26 one-reelers, presenting 
the famous announcers 
and entertainers of the 
country’s leading stations 

“doing their stuff.”’ 


The 
Scandal of America 


6 one-reelers dealing en- 
tertainingly with methods 
of checking the country’s 
menace—the crime wave. 


Popular Song Parodies 
26 one-reelers, presenting 
your favorite song in 
straight and parody form. 


National Distributors 
WEISS BROS. 


ARTCLASS PICTURES CORP. 


1540 Broadway, N. Y. 


rt Subject Series 


Presented in 3 Divisions 


COMEDIES 
Winnie Winkle 
12 two-reel comedies 
from Branner’s famous 


comic strip running in 
126 newspapers. 


Hairbreadth Harry 


12 two-reel comedies 
from Kahle’s famous 
comic strip running in 50 
newspapers. 


Snub Pollard 
12 two-reel comedies 
with “Snub” himself in a 
ijoad of new stories and 
gags. 


Izzie and Lizzie 
12 two-reel comedies 
presenting the trials and 
tribulations..of “‘the boy 
and the girl who live next 
door to you.” 





tee that passed on the contract was 
not authorized by anyone to adopt 
the uniform contract, he declared 
that the meetings showed a sincere 
effort on the part of Will Hays to 
get somewhere for the benefit of all 
concerned. 

He pointed out that the stand- 
ard clauses of the contract that 
were agreed upon remain intact to- 
day, irrespective of percentage, 
roadshow or other peculiar clauses 
that should be set out plainly on 
the face of the contract if they are 
supposed to be a part of the rental 
contract. He admitted that there 
was ground for improvement in the 
contract for both sides, but claimed 
that the contract is much better 
than any in force during the past 
five years. 


No More Contract Parleys 


“I'm going to be perfectly frank 
—-regardless of what committees 
you appoint to discuss the uniform 
contract further, the present form 
is printed and now being used and 
will not be changed during 1926,” 
said Mr. Pettijohn, who continued: 

“We cannot print new contracts 
every two weeks to satisfy the 
whims of some exhibitors. We will, 
however, always sit in at all times 
when there is an honest difference 


of opinion. We have an organiza- 
tion and a good one. If you boys 
cannot get together, I know the 


Film Board of Trades have nothing 
to be afraid of and we will have to 
take care of you.” 

Pettijohn finished by declaring 
“the man who says the intelligent 
producer and distributor does not 
want a strong and compact exhibi- 
tor organization lies! We want 
you to progress and become a 
powerful influence in this industry, 
as you surely can.” 

After the explanation of the exact 
attitude of the Hays organization 
by Pettijohn, the convention was 
adjourned until this afternoon, when 
it is hoped that all business will be 
taken care of so that there will be 
no need for a session Saturday. 





Jean Hersholt’t next picture for 


will go into production June 20. 








An Established Fact 


For Any Picture House 


ROSE 
VALYDA 


Just Concluded 
4 Weeks Loew’s State, 
Los Angeles 


3 Weeks Pasadena 


Now — Warfield Theatre, 
San Francisco, Indefinite 


Direction 


Fanchon & Marco 


Universal will be “Shavings” which |. 





— 





RICHARD 


BARTHELMESS 


in 
RICHARD HARDING DAVIS’ 


“RANSON’S FOLLY” 


ON THE STAGE: 
CHARLIE MELSON & BAND 
FANCHON-MARCO “IDEA” 

And the World-Famous 


WELSH 


The World’s 
Most Beautiful 
Theatre 


El Capitan 


Hollywood 


EGAN THEATRE 


Figueroa at Pico St. 
LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 
Foz Persons Desiring to Pcasess 
Personality! Character! 
Sex Appeal! 
FRANK EGAN Presents 


“CHARM” 


A Rollicking Comedy About Etiquette 


With FLORENCE ROBERTS and Big 
Cast. A worthy Successor 
to “White Collars” 
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BILTMORE THEATRE 


Eves. 8:15—Mats. Wed. Sat.. 


Charles Frohman 
in association with E. Ray Goetz 
presents 


IRENE 
BORDONI 


“Naughty Cinderella” 


By Avery Hopwood 
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ERLANGER’S 
LAST 


MAS O WEEK 


EVENINGS, 50c TO $2.50 
Sat. Mat. 50c to $2.00 


KOLBwDILL 
PAIR 0’ FOOLS 


A REAL MUSICAL COMEDY 


With California 
“Sweet Sixteen Dancing 

















Matinees 2:15 








GREETINGS FROM 


Los Angeles’ Finest 
FRED MILLER’S 


CARTHAY CIRCLE 


THEATRE 


Now Playing 
Cecil B. DeMille’s 


_“THE VOLGA BOATMAN” 


Evenings 8:15 
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THE WORLD’S MOST ARTISTICALLY 
MAGNIFICENT THEATRE WELCOMES THE 


M. P. T. O. A. 


NOW—Continuous Daily Beginning 2 p. m. 
LILLIAN GISH-JOHN GILBERT 
in KING VIDOR’S Production 
“LA BOHEME” 


4050 West Pico Street 
Free Auto Park 
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Welcome to 


PARAMOUNT’S 
GREAT WEST COAST STUDIOS 


Production headquarters for 


THE BOX OFFICE HITS 
OF 1926-7 


15™ Birthday Group Successes now in the making 
at Paramount’s studios here: 


éC e 99 James Cruze’s road show epic with Esther Ralston, 
Old lro nsides Wallace Beery, George Bancroft and all star cast. 
a6 ¢ 99 Victor Fleming’s cyclonic classic of courage 
The Rough Riders in the days of ’98. 
“sy , me In 99 Wallace Beery and Raymond Hatton in a 
e re The Navy Now screaming comedy successor to “BEHIND 
THE FRONT.” Directed by Erle Kenton. 


66 . 99  Florenz Ziegfeld’s stage sensation starring Eddie Cantor, with 
Kid Boots Esther Ralston, Clara Bow, Lawrence Gray and Ziegfeld beau- 
ties. A Frank Tuttle Production. 


éé 9 ° 99 Raymond Griffith in the greatest of all high 
You d Be Surprised hat comedies. Directed by Arthur Rosson. 

66 | . 99 Bebe Daniels as the cute campus cut-up. 
The College Flirt Directed by Clarence Badger. 


~ Productions in work at other Los Angeles Studios for Paramount’s 15th Birthday Group: 


HAROLD LLOYD VON STROHEIM’S MARSHALL NEILAN’S DOUGLAS MACLEAN 
in “The Mountain Lad” “The Wedding March” “Diplomacy” in. “Ladies First’ 


A FEW OF NEXT SEASON’S 75 


Param ounl Cpiclures— 
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| Frank Rembusch wants to meet 
| and talk to every theatre owner 


now at our National Convention 


| Because: 


Ist. A National Picture Booking and Agency 
plan has been publicly presented and the entire 
Industry is interested. Every national leader of 
the country is studying and considering the plan. 


2nd. This plan does not in any way interfere 
with any other activity in the Industry. It has 
a place that is not filled by any other organiza- 
tion or movement. 


3rd. This institution will do a great many 
things, but we believe that our energies should 
be directed entirely towards establishing a na- 
tional buying and booking institution. We be- 
lieve we should do one thing and do it well and 
then all other things will come along in good 
time. 


4th. Our spirit and purpose is friendly to each 
other and all with whom we deal. 


5th. We stress that no one, at any time, should 
interpret Associated Cinema as a clamoring, 
battling, fighting machine as this would be sure 
to embarrass many who are going to come in. 
Certainly, in due time, this Agency will nego- 
tiate and help everyone in the institution. ‘This 
industry has many contradictory angles—an 
enemy of today may be a friend tomorrow and 
vice versa.” 


6th. As our strength and our size increases, we 
will, of course, secure for our members every 
possible advantage because the life of this insti- 
tution depends on being of service to those who 
become a part of it and participate in it. 

Let us come and create a unit of Associated 
Cinema Theatre Corporation in your com- 
munity. , 


7th. Economical management—no salaries ex- 
cept to actual workers—every dcllar made to 
earn its full value, will ever be the policy. 


8th. Control to be in the body of members. 
When three thousand theatres are in this institu- 
tion ready to bargain for the first picture every 
man who is in will find his theatre holdings 
worth more and his investments made secure. 
Even 500 would be very effective. 


9th. Ihave known, worked with theatre owners 
since the beginning of this industry. I ask that 
you come and become associated with me in a 
strictly business enterprise. You have taken a 
chance many times—now take one in a business 
institution legally organized and responsible. 


See me before you leave Los Angeles 


--- FRANK 








--and here is a statement from 
the first man to whom we pre- 
sented our plan: 


Associated Cinema Theatres Corporation, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Gentlemen: 


I have carefully considered your plan of organization and operation. 

I am prepared to associate with you and twenty-five of the other leading motion picture exhibitors of America in 
your undertakings, in an effort to consummate the plan as explained to me. ; 

It seems to me that your plan is a sound business-like way for the motion picture exhibitors of America to pro- 
tect themselves in the ownership and operation of their theatres. 


Yours very truly, 


NATHAN ASCHER, 


ASCHER BROS., Chicago, Ill. 
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